Room in her heart
| How could someone
*| who survived this expe-
rience have the courage
| to have another child, to
| love like that again?
“When you lose a
| child, you are pretty sure
you'll never be able to do
anything again,” says
Lisa.
d  “Part of it is fear...”
il Rocky says. “...Opening
yourself up for more
§ heartache,” adds Lisa.
But the pain that never
i goes away dulls over the
"IJ years.
fﬁ “Finally Rocky and I
ol w

iy, ;"\A | Jf:'_k ; ere at a place in our

Jason Eades lives where we felt we

had love to give another child,”
she says.

And Brooke “has all kinds of
room in her heart,” says her
mom.

Doctors assured them the
cancer that killed Jason was not
hereditary, so neither Brooke
nor the baby was at greater risk
than other children.

Lisa’s pregnancy thrilled
many in Casper. “People in the
community were excited with
us and for us,” says Lisa. “So
many watched what we went
through with Jason. *This is not
just your child, she is the
community’s child,”” said their
friends.

Both adamantly point out
that Skylar is in no way a “re-
placement” for Jason.

But she is a very powerful

tiny person.

“This little baby girl is help-
ing us heal and move on. We
never figured we’d be in this
place right now, after Jason left
us,” says Rocky.

And on a beautiful May
evening at their home at the
foot of Casper Mountain, the
air was full of joy and satisfac-
tion. Skylar doesn’t want to go
to sleep when people are up
having fun. Rocky carries her
around on her tummy. Brooke
also wants a turn holding the
baby.

Lisa is tired, very tired, and
content, very content.

“You need to cherish every
minute with your children and
be aware of the gift that they
are,” she says to us on Mother’s
Day.
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Reaching out

Knowing what they know
of losing a child, Lisa and
Rocky are reaching out.

And they have plenty of
help.

They and friends Tisa Bilek
and Jerri Durdahl founded
Jason’s Friends Foundation in
1996. The foundation helps
families of children with can-
cer.

If a family needs help with
a house or utility payment,
Jason’s Friends is there. A pri-
mary family advocate is as-
signed to each family. That
person becomes a lifelong
partner in the experience of
dealing with childhood can-
cer.

Every person involved in
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Tribute to a mother

Rocky Eades said this about
Lisa Eades at the memorial for
their son, Jason.

“I have never seen 50 much
love between two people as |
have witnessed between Lisa
and Jason. This love developed
over the years of Jason’s child-
hood. It is something that truly
cannot be put into words. Jason
and his mom shared everything
together. Their hikes through the
woods, their deepest thoughts,
their dreams, their sorrows. Lisa
has devoted her life to her chil-
dren. She endured three long
months in New York City, often
alone, away from her precious
little daughter, to save her son.

She gave him strength from
her strength.

She gave him love from her
heart.

We saw miracles in Jason’s
first recovery in May, much of
it due to Lisa’s love and devo-
tion to our son. She stuck with
him through surgery, chemo, ra-
diation and physical therapy.

She was always there to cheer
him on. With very little sleep
and nutrition she has never
weakened and has gone way
beyond her physical limitations.

Toward the end, Jason would
rarely let her out of his sight. In
his last fight for life, he squeezed
her hand with his paralyzed hand
as she told him over and over
how much she loved him and
how proud she was of him. It
touched everyone that was
present that night. I now know
the true meaning of the word
“Mom.”

It is.a privilege for me to be
raising children with and shar-
ing my life with this incredible
woman.”

Jason’s Friends is a
volunteer.

There is tremen-
dous community
support, says Lisa.
Atthe second annual
bowling fundraiser
last weekend, they
raised $65,000 after
w| expenses from the

i efforts of 550
il bowlers.

The foundation
is helping 20 fami-
&8 lies now. Lisa
#4 points out that not
all the outcomes are
tragic, There are
stories of survival
and remission.

But on Mother’s Day, Lisa
wants to remember these chil-
dren who “have crossed paths”
with Jason’s Friends, who have
died: Stephanie Jackson, Sierra
Gomes, Rosic Thomas, Mel-
issa Martzell, Donna Cameron,
and Wayne Cheney.

To reach lason’s Friends,
call 235-3421.




